The fine-needle aspiration appearance of the follicular variant of thyroid papillary carcinoma: a report of three cases.
The follicular variant of thyroid papillary carcinoma (FVTPC) is an uncommon neoplasm with the architectural features of a follicular lesion and the nuclear characteristics of a papillary carcinoma. The fine-needle aspiration (FNA) appearance is underreported in the literature. Three cases of histologically confirmed FVTPC that were aspirated prior to surgery are presented. Although the cytological features were suspicious or confirmatory of a low-grade thyroid carcinoma, they did not convey a specific diagnosis of the FVTPC. We suggest that this variant is recognizable as a neoplasm requiring surgical excision on FNA, but that the cytological appearance does not allow its specific diagnosis.